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Scenario 1: Performance linked funding

 Global trend – education provision linked to labour 
market needs

 Quality assurance moving towards national interest 
regulation e.g. Australia, UK.

 Formal quality assurance is relatively new to Bahrain. Has 
the BQA outgrown its current mission statement?

 Solution: 

 BQA to sit at the nexus of institutions, LMO, and government.

 Encourage better alignment of qualification type and labour 
market needs.

 Manage the time lag better market needs and educational 
provision



Scenario 2: Increase in tuition fees

 Global shift in burden of payment for provision to 

students.

 GCC governments fully fund public HEIs, however it is at 

a lower rate than international norms.

 Solution:

 Quality assurance must provide more data to students and 

families on quality of programmes, institutions, faculty 

qualifications,  and employment prospects.

 Student voice.



Scenario 3: Increased industry funding

 Globally HEIs are drawing a greater proportion of their 

income from industry sources such as alumni fundraising, 

corporate donations, and commercial research.

 Challenges in increasing commercialisation in Bahraini 

HEIs – profit vs. teaching and learning, international 

criteria vs. national development plans.

 Solution:

 Use national structures, e.g. Tamkeen, LMRA.

 Data can now be drawn from LMO.

 A broader remit for the BQA, including a direct relationship 

with industry while maintaining independence and autonomy.



Final thoughts

 All GCC countries are facing similar challenges. How can 

we learn from international experiences?

 BQA – mission accomplished. What next?

 Address misalignment between public institutions and the 

labour market.

 Widening qualification types on offer.

 Encourage the private sector to fill the qualifications gap.

 Lead policy on increased student fees and its implications.

 Quality assurance as a conduit between public institutions, 

government, and the labour market.

 Better quality assurance integration between GCC states.



References 1/2


Adams, J.D. and Clemmons, J.R. (2009) 'The growing allocative inefficiency of the U.S. higher education sector', in R.B., F. and Goroff, D.L. (ed.) 
Science and engineering careers in the United States: An Analysis of Markets and Employment , Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Altbach, P. (1999) Private Prometheus: Private higher education and development in the 21st century, Greenwood Publishing Group.

Altbach, P.G., Reisberg, L. and Rumbley, L.E. (2009) 'Trends in global higher education: Tracking an academic revolution.', UNESCO World 
Conference on Higher Education, Paris.

Amaral, A. and Lynn Meek, V. (2003) 'The higher education managerial revolution?', Springer Science & Business Media, vol. 3.

Bahgat, G. (1999) 'Education in the Gulf Monarchies: Retrospect and Prospect’ ', International Review of Education, vol. 45, no. 2, pp. 127-
136.

Bennis, W.G. and O’Toole, J. (2005) 'How business schools lost their way', Harvard business review, vol. 83, no. 5, pp. 96-104.

Carter, N. (1988) 'Performance indicators: "Backseat Driving" or "Hands Off" Control?', Policy and Politics, vol. 17.

de Ridder-Symoens, H. (2003) A history of the university in Europe: Volume 1, Universities in the Middle Ages, Cambridge University Press.

Dill, D.D. (2014) 'Public policy design and university reform: Insights into academic change.', in In Reforming Higher Education , Dordrecht: 
Springer.

Dill, D.D. and Beerkens, M. (2010) Public policy for academic quality: Analyses of innovative policy instruments, Springer Science & Business 
Media.

Donn, G. and Al Manthri, Y. (2010) Globalisation and Higher Education in the Arab Gulf States, Oxford: Symposium Books.

El-Khawas, E., De Pietro-Jurand, R. and Holm-Nielsen, L. (1998) Quality Assurance in Higher Education: Recent Progress; Challenges Ahead, 
[Online], Available: www1.worldbank.org/education/tertiary/quality.html [3 Jan 2017].

Feigenbaum, A. and Iqani, M. (2015) 'Quality after the cuts? Higher education practitioners’ accounts of systemic challenges to teaching 
quality in times of ‘austerity’', Journal of Further and Higher Education, vol. 39, no. 1, pp. 46-66.

Geiger, R.L. (2010) ' State policies for science and technology: The Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania. ', in vanVught, F.A. (ed.) National 
innovation and the academic research enterprise: Public policy in international perspective .

Goldman, C., [Online], Available: http://www.wise-qatar.org/higher-education-tuition [5 Jan 2017].

Hood, C. (1991) 'A public management for all seasons?', Public administration, vol. 69, no. 1, pp. 3-19.

perspective, Baltimore: John Hopkins Press.

file:///C:/Users/louise.onolan/Dropbox/Doctorate Louise/QQA Paper/www1.worldbank.org/education/tertiary/quality.html
http://www.wise-qatar.org/higher-education-tuition


References 2/2
Hudson, R. (2016) 'Dominated by economics? Evidence of changing drivers of internationalization and its funding within higher education, vol. 
Jongbloed, B. (2004) Funding higher education: options, trade-offs and dilemmas, [Online], Available: 
http://doc.utwente.nl/56075/1/engpap04fundinghe.pdf [4 January 2017].
Karolak, M. (2012) 'Upgrading Bahrain's tertiary education to meet the challenges of social development', Revue des mondes musulmans et de 
la Méditerranée, vol. 131, pp. 167-187.
Kis, V. (2005) ' Quality assurance in tertiary education: Current practices in OECD countries and a literature review on potential effects. ', 
Tertiary Review: A contribution to the OECD thematic review of tertiary education, vol. 14, no. 9.
Levy, D.C. (2006) 'The unanticipated explosion: Private higher education’s global surge', Comparative education review, vol. 50, no. 2, pp. 217-
240.
Massaro, V. (2010) 'Cui bono? The relevance and impact of quality assurance', Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management , vol. 32, no. 
1, pp. 17-26.
Mazawi, A.E. (2005) 'The Academic Profession in a Rentier State', Minerva, vol. 43, no. 3, pp. 221-244.
OECD (2016) OECD, [Online], Available: http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/education/education-at-a-glance-
2016/summary/english_033aaa9d-en [4 Dec 2016].
Okruhlik, G. (1999) 'Rentier wealth, unruly law, and the rise of opposition: the political economy of oil states. ', Comparative Politics, p. 295.
Olsen, J.P. (2007) 'The institutional dynamics of the European university', in Maassen, P.A. and Olsen, J.P. In University dynamics and European 
integration, Dordrecht: Springer.
Oreopoulos, P. and Petronijevic, U. (2013) 'Making college worth it: A review of the returns to higher education', The Future of Children, vol. 23, 
no. 1, pp. 41-65.
QAA (2012) Talking about quality, January, [Online], Available: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/impact-of-quality-
assurance.pdf [10 Dec 2016].
QAA (2016) QAA UK, December, [Online], Available: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/AboutUs/Documents/Board-meeting-minutes-December-
2016.pdf [2017 Jan 12].
Quarshie, J.D. and Albaker, K. (2012) '‘Metaphors used by school leaders for globalization in the Kingdom of Bahrain: Their interpretations and 
implications', CCEAM 2012 Conference, Limassol.
Raban, C. and Cairns, D. (2014) 'How did it come to this?', Perspectives: Policy and Practice in Higher Education, vol. 18, no. 4, pp. 112-118.
Ramady, M. (2015) The Political Economy of Wasta: Use and Abuse of Social Capital Networking, Springer.
Tamkeen (2006) Tamkeen's Vision and Mission, [Online], Available: http://tamkeen.bh/en/about/?p=Vision#.WI2wAdJ97IU [2 Dec 2016].
TEQSA (2014) The tertiary education quality standards agency , [Online], Available: http://www.teqsa.gov.au/about [21 Nov 16].
Worldbank (2017) World Bank, [Online], Available: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS [21 Nov 2016].
Zumeta, W. (2010) 'The public interest and state policies affecting academic research in California', in VanVught, F.A. (ed.) National innovation 
and the academic research enterprise: Public policy in international 

http://doc.utwente.nl/56075/1/engpap04fundinghe.pdf
file:///C:/Users/louise.onolan/Dropbox/Doctorate Louise/QQA Paper/ http:/www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/education/education-at-a-glance-2016/summary/english_033aaa9d-en
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/impact-of-quality-assurance.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/AboutUs/Documents/Board-meeting-minutes-December-2016.pdf
http://tamkeen.bh/en/about/?p=Vision#.WI2wAdJ97IU
http://www.teqsa.gov.au/about
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS

