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Quality enhancement 
of transnational 
education: beyond 
the pandemic
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Mr Ian Welch, QAA UK

Mr Piers Wall, QAA UK

• QAA and Transnational Education

• The importance of Transnational Education

• The new model: Quality Evaluation and 
Enhancement of Transnational Higher 
Education (QE-TNE)

Introduction
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Founded in 1997

Assessments and evaluations for QA in UK

Partnerships and networks

Advice and guidance, training and capacity building

International Quality Review

Transnational Education Review

Collaboration through the pandemic

The Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education

Definition
Internationalisation, 
development and 

globalisation

Growth since 
2010

Providers

156

Students

453,390

Inter-regional 
mobility

Access to HE
Remaining 

local

Importance of TNE
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Working group and consultation

Commission to QAA to develop a new model

Consultation on the draft model

Finalisation and implementation

Developing the new model for 
TNE review

https://www.qaa.ac.uk//en/international/transnational-

education/quality-evaluation-and-enhancement-of-uk-tne

Handbook published March 2021

Five-year programme

Commencing September 2021
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Vision: 

“for UK transnational 
higher education to be 
recognised worldwide as 
providing education of the 
highest quality, an 
outstanding student 
experience, added value 
and enhanced outcomes” 

Vision and Core purposes

Strengthening 
the reputation 

of UK TNE

Providing 
valued 

information 
and insights

Building 
mutual trust

Delivering 
benefit for 

TNE 
stakeholders

‘The basic premise in quality 
enhancement is that wherever you are, 
you can always improve. Excellence is 
never a thing achieved or 'job done' but a 
continuous, purposeful striving’ 

Self-evaluation in enhancement 
and knowledge transfer for 
mutual benefit
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Cycle of self-evaluation

QE-TNE stages of delivery1. Creating a schedule of country-based activity

2. Relationship building with host country

3. Preparation and planning in UK

4. Evaluation activity

5. Reports, publications and wider outcomes

The process for QE-TNE
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Outcome 
reports

Strong 
relationships 

with host 
countries

Mutual trust 
and 

recognition
Visit reports

Case studies
Student 

experience 
report

Country 
reports

Dissemination 
events

Thematic 
analyses

Best practice 
guides

Toolkits
Training 
events

Intended outcomes: summary

Questions?
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@

www.qaa.ac.uk/international

QAAglobal@qaa.ac.uk
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