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• Over 200 nationalities
• 90% expatriate
• Over 40% increase in 

Dubai population to 3.33 
million, and UAE to 9.77 
million.

• Very young population*

People of Dubai

*Dubai Statistics Center and World Bank



8 Hours Fligh t

4 Hours Fligh t

More  than  th ird  of the  world  popula tion  have  access to  Dubai with in  an  a  m axim um  of 8 hours fligh t
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Higher Educat ion Landscape in Dubai 
Free Zones





The University Quality Assurance International Board (UQAIB)

International Advisory 
Board

Validation model

Builds on the home 
external quality assurance 

Focusses on transnational 
quality assurance 

arrangements between 
home and branch 

Published various good 
practice guides to support 

institutions 



• Hult Business School • MODUL Unive rsity 
Dubai

• ESMOD French  
Fash ion  Institu te

• Unive rsity of Paris  II

• Heriot Watt Un iversity
• Midd lesex Un iversity
• London  Business School
• City, Un iversity of London
• De Montfort Un iversity
• Mancheste r Un iversity
• University of Brad ford
• University of Exe te r

• Shaheed  Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto  Institu te  of 
Science  and  
Technology

• Islam ic Azad  
Unive rsity

• S P Ja in  School of 
Global Managem ent

• Murdoch  Unive rsity
• Curtin  Unive rsity
• SAE Institu te

• Am ity Unive rsity 
Dubai

• BITS Pilan i
• Manipa l Academ y of 

Highe r Educa tion

United  Kingdom France Austria

Austra lia

Ind iaPakistanIran

United  Sta te s

Accre d it in g Bod ie s :
• The Quality Assurance  

Agency for Highe r 
Educa tion  (QAA)

• Nationa l Assessm ent and  
Accredita tion  
Council (NAAC)

• Com m ission  Nationa le  de  
la  Ce rtifica tion  
Profe ssionnelle  (CNCP)

• Tertia ry Educa tion  Quality 
and  Standards Agency 
(TEQSA)

• WASC Senior College  and  
Unive rsity Com m ission

• Highe r Educa tion  
Com m ission . Pakistan  
(HEC)

• Agency of Quality 
Assurance  and  
Accredita tion  Austria  (AQ 
Austria )



QBBG - Quality 
Beyond Boundaries
A trusting alliance of international quality
assurance agencies implementing a collaborative
and innovative future for transnational quality
assurance to ensure that today’s global students
are tomorrow’s global citizens



Provide r Countrie s

QAA - UK

WASC - US

KHDA - Dubai

CPE - Singapore
MQA - Malaysia

HKCAAVQ – Hong Kong

Host Coun trie s /  Citie s

TEQSA - Austra lia



QBBG Projects

• Student Engagement (2018-19)

• Academic Integrity (2018-19)

• Quality Assurance of Online Education (2018-19)

• Happiness and Positivity in Higher Education (2018)

• Quality Assurance and student mobility in Global 

campuses (2017)

• Comparative Assessment of Quality Assurance 

Agencies (2016)



KHDA Partnership with QAA
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KHDA 
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UK campuses 

QAA and 
KHDA form 

QBBG 
network 

KHDA 
observed 

Hult / 
Ashridge  

QAA review 

QAA to visit 
UAE 

KHDA Partnership with QAA



The second annual Higher Education Classification (HEC)

gives students and their parents the information and data they

need to make more confident decisions about their future.

Branch campuses are also able to use the HEC to identify and

showcase their strengths and international best practices.

The HEC has been developed in partnership with QS

Quacquarelli Symonds and adapted to meet the needs of

branch campuses in Dubai.

Higher Education Classification



Higher Education Classification

A policy instrument for decision makers

A robust rating framework that will enable
institutions to showcase their strengths

Provide students and parents with relevant
data to make informed choices



Establishing a Higher Education 
Branch



Current Process



KNOWLEDGE & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Block 8, Academic City, P. O. Box: 500008, Dubai, UAE
Tel.: +971 4 364 0000 Fax.: +971 4 364 0001
www.khda.gov.ae

@KHDA                     @KHDADUBAI              /KHDAOFFICIAL
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